‘ - Lansing, Mich,, Feb. 23,—In his report

p the joint prison boards at their meet-
ing here last week, Warden Van Evera
..-‘mmmmnﬂmnnﬂaﬂrr
]tthntothlmﬂu-
3 100 Bs a farmer at the prison. Not
¥ & practical farmer himself, the
placed the garden in the hands

state, who had been unfortunate
to be convicted of the crime
g fire to another man's barn.
conviet was an intelligent fellow,
#0 the warden employed no super-
htlndcm of farming that year. THia
experience was extremely unfortunate.
He could not understand why the cab-
#  bages did not grow nor why the other
garden truck did not prosper, and the
most thorough Investigation falled to
reveal the reason until about the time
the farmer was disharged at the ex-
t piration of his sentence. Then it was
that Warden Van Evern learned that
farmer convict entertained the Idea
t the state was perpetrating some
sort of an Injustice upon him, and In
order to square the pccount to the satls-
faction of his conscience he had pinched
the tender cabbage plant just below the
surface of the ground, and had prac-
ticed upon other portions of the erop
other tricka known only to the practical
farmer, Of courss it took all summer
to realize the results of this kind of
farming and the effect was extremely
depressing upon the warden, who fral-
Iy admits that farming at the prison
that senson may justly be put down as
a fallure,
Finuneial Result Unsatlsfactory,
The next year panned out a lttle bet-
ter, a falrly good crop belng harvested.
& crop, however, conslated mostly of
potatoes, and as they were worth but
10 cents per bushel that fall the finan-
L dal results, after the practieal farmer

dn charge of the farm was pald, were
not all that could be degired. Indeed
the produce raised could have been

about one-half what the prison farm-
: er's salary amounted to. Last year the
o net results were much better, the aver-
age earnings of the convicts employved
on the farm being 11 cents per day, but
the warden does not think that agri-
culture at the Marquette prison Is elther
& practicable or desirable outlet for con-
vict labor,

No bill thus far introduced hus ore-
ated more discusslon than that of Rep-
™ vesentative Adams, of Kent, which pro-
poses a mest radleal reform with refer-
ence to real estate offered at sherift's
‘sale to satisfy a mortgage. It Is de-
signed to save the mortgagor from los-
dng his entire property, which may be
mortgaged for only a small portlon of
1ts value, because of his Inability to
averbid the mortgagee who, of course,
fimits his bid to the amount of hisclalm,
The measure provides that In all cases
aof mortgage sales, ete., the circultcourt
shall appoint three disinterested persons
A+ k0 appralse the property to be sold, and
that In no instancs shall It be sold at
fess than two-thinda of Its appralsed
value, The objection to this bill is that
the money loaner has some rights which
cannot, It {2 contended, be thus legis-
fated awany. It will be readily scen thot
should his claim not amount to twa-
thirds of the appraiged value and should
no one gce fit to bid that sum for the
real estate, he would have no way of
collecting the money due him and to
which he In legally and morally entitled,
Here would be a case of the state wip-
Ing out one's possessions with a ven-
geance,

Attempt to Pase n Single-Tax Bill.

Four attempts have been made to se.
cure the passage of a single tax bill,
but none of them has been successful.
The first proposition to exempt the prod-
ucts of human labor from taxation was
made by Representative Judson Grenell,
of Detroit, In 1887, but the bill never left
the hands of the judiclary committee
¢ of the house, although It was argued be-

fore that body. Two years later Rep-
resentative Wettlaufer, bf Deotroit, in-
troduced a similar bill, the application
1 of which, however, was confined to the
oty of Detroit. This measure was re-
med out without recommendation,
[ ‘ in committee of the whole the in- |
v troducer advocated it In a speech which
) attracted much attention. Four years
. ago a commitiee endeavored, without
sucoess, to induce the commiselon which

el ‘drafted the blanket charter bills to in-
A - “Qorporate In them a local option single
F . tax provision, This year a bill drafted

by the Detroit single tax club has been
~ imtroduced by HepresentativeStoneman,

' of Wayne, but it Is not belleved that it
Lo will make much progress,

- “The genernl commitles on taxation s
_ falrly swamped with bills proposing an
.-"" © mmendment to the tax laws, They pro- |

. pose all worts of schemes, and most of
"~ them will never see the outside of the |
‘\ ‘committes room. The state tax statis- |
Mlelan truthfully says that whethertaxes
-are high or low depends upon the people
' themseives. He furthermore says that
- while much complaint Is made of the
‘expessive state tax, yot it s excoedingly
B ‘#mall when compared with what the
A Mll vote on themselves In the shape
[ f county taxos, He belleves in an in-
tance tax and saloaries tax law, eit-
numeroun inatances of state em-
who draw comfortable salaries
the public treasury, but who do
it pay one cent of taxen, They do not |
n doilar's worth of real estate, and
they share In the benefits of
n to the extent of their entire In-
oo m they pay nothing towards
- much benefits,
g Wonld Tax the Professions,
. The tax statisticlan alsocalisattention |
20 the fact that 3,000 are annually edu-
‘at the university at a cost of
0 to the state, but nothing to
He would remedy this
{ aralrs by taxing professiona so
who groduates in a pro-

though

Ll

a farmer from the southern part of |

bought that fall from the farmerz for |

peste the fact that that Instl
nsk [or appropriations In additlon In the
one-muth inill tax, desplte the fact that
all the fermer organizations of the state
have resolved that it should be restrict-
ed to 1he revenue from the Iatter source.
It i asserted, and the assertion is sus-
septible of eusy demonstration, that
the quarters of the law department,
which s more than sslf-sustaining, are
wholly inadequste. The contemplated
special appropriations include money
for a new library, so that the present
library can be transformed into recita-
tion rooms, e¢tc, An annex to the hos-
pital is also needed, and it I8 desired,

In the Interests of economy and greater

efMclency, to install an electrie lighting

planl. These Improvements will cost,

in the aggregnte, about $100,000, It I8

extremely doubtful If they will be pro-

vided for, The senate might possibly
. congent to the additivnal appropriations,
but it i not at all probable that the
house would do so. The WM making
these appropriations hns been Intro-
duced by Rtate Senator Mason,

Cuts In the Pay of Employes,

There Is great trembling in oMelal
quarters over the unexpected streak of
economy which the final rush of bills
has demonstruted exigts in the senate.
The particular bill on which the officinls
and clerks are casting anxious eyes was
introduced by State Senator Wagar., It
is by far the most sweeping salary-re-
ducing measure ever introduced in the
Michigan legislature, beginning with
the justices of the supreme court and
golng clear through the lst, taking in
every official whose salary Is not fixed
by the constitution., The bill proposes
to cut the snlary of the supreme court
Justices from §7.000 to $8,000, and fix
that of circuit court judges, judzes of
the superior court of Grand Raplds and
of the recorder's court of Detroit at
$2.600. This would cut the salary of the
last named official squarely in two. In-
nead of fees varlously estimated at
from $6,000 to $10.000 per year, the clerk
of the supreme court is to have o sal-
ary of 22,000, The offMes of deputy com-
missloner of the state lnnd office {s ahol-
Ished, and the salary of deputies to oth-
er clective glate ofMelals, except treas-
urer and superintendent of publie in-
ttruction, o reduced from 831,800 to $1.-
Fi0, ts I8 that of the private secretary
to the governor, The enlary of rallroad
and banking commissioner Is reduced
from 32,000 to §2,000, and that of labor
and nsurance commies from $2,-
000 to §1.000. At presept the maximum
mlnry which can be pald the ordinary
Clerks in the various depurtments Is
$1.000, and moxt of these emploves are
paid the limit, The Viagar bill fixes this
maximom at £720, the auditor general
el allvved four chilefs of dlvislons
at $1.000 each. At present these chit
elerks In all departmonts recelyve elther
21,100 or $1.200, The number of clerks
to be employed in the several depart-
ments I= materinlly reduced. Senator
Wagar fizurves (hat his bil will effect
an annuul saving in excsss of $50,000.

Pingzrves Nominations,

Although the senate confirmed the
nominationa of Colone) Fred H. Case of
Three Riverk for inspector general, and
A. C. Bird for member of the state'
board of agriculture, the fight between
Covernor Pingree and that body is as
intense as ever. If there has been any
change in e situation It has been for
the warse, The nomlinations of ex-Gov-
ernor Ltie¢ for member of the Ionin
prizgon board, and of Rev, L. Morgan
Wood of Detrolt for member of the atale
board of correction and charities, are
still hung up, and there s no telllng
whett they will be disposed of, It Is
freoly predicted, however, that when
that time comes It will be found that
Wood, at least, will not be confirmed.

The brench hetween the governor and
the senate widened wery perceptably
Iast Friday when Senator Covell intro-
duced o LIl designed to defeat a pur-
pose which has been atributed to the
governor, and which, It must be con-
fesscd, Lhere ls some reazon for believ-
ing he entertalned. SBince Dee, 81 the |
terma of & number of members of varl-
ous state hoarde have expired, and but |
few of the vacancies have been filled. l
The term of Labor Comminsioner Morse '
will explre Aarch 1, but thus far no
one has bedn named to succeed him.
The theory of the senators Is that, be-
cause of the treatment which his nomi.
nations thus far moade have peceived
nt thelr hands, the governor has de-
cided to gend In no more until after the
finnl adjournment of the legislature.
Then, uoder the present law, he can
name whomsoever he pleases and - the
appointees can qualify at oncs and hold
until the leglslature meets in 1899

Rill by SenntorCovell.

In order to prevent this Senator Co-
yell has introduced a bill providing that
when vacancles occur on state boards
or In state offlces previous to or durlng
the eession of the legislature, nomina-
tions to N1l such vacancies must be

made before the sesslon adjourns. If
the governor falls to make such noml-
! nations within the preseribed time, then
the hold-over officlals are to continue
in office untl) the next regular seasion of
the loglsiature. Tt 13 not unlikely that
| this bill will pass the senate, but the

chances are against its going through
the "house.
Great things are expeoted of the spe-
| etal committes of thres appointed by
the house lnst weelk to Investigate the
charges of viclations of the law govern-
' ing frelght rates on the part of rallrond
companies, Complaints of dlserimina-
| tion have been received from all sec-
tions of the state, and for several weekn
the farmers’ organization of the legla-

! lature has been gathering evidence on
| this polnt. The specinl commiitee has

been glven power to subpoena witness-

o9, expnmine books, ote., and It proposes

to go Into the suhjeot exhaustively, In-
| psmuch as n majority of the committee

are recognized Pingree men, who are
"in mecord with the governor's rallroad
pragramme, It may be expected to tear
up the turf to a conslderable extent,

The vote of 47 to 38 by which the houss

refused to reconslder the vote by which
1 It was deckded to appoint this commit-

| tee wan enpecially pleasing to Governor

Pingres, It showed that within four of

& majority of the membern of the house
| werae In favor of advancing his project,
and enough of his friends were absent
when the vote was faken to make up
the difference. The situation In the sen-
ate In differont, however, and It s free-
1y predicted that no antl-rallroad legls-
latlon of any consequence vill pass that
body. JAMIEES V. BARRY,

Major McKinley will, at Tthe time of

loner

Bills and Resclutions Introduced
at Lansing.

PROSPECT OF A LONG@ m'

Unless n Declded Tmprovement in Haste
Is Made the Legisinture May Drag Along
Untll August —Duodley Beet Sugar Boun-
ty Bl Pussed by the House—Bills Pro-
viding for Reduotion of Saluries—Pe-
trowski's Liquor Bill.

Lansing, Mich,, March 2.—~The pres-
ent legislature has broken one record
and unléss the statesmen comprising
that body speedily acquire a hustle and
work it vigorously they will make an-
other, which will not be calculated to
please thelr constituents. The first rec-
ord relates to the number of bills intro-
duced, and the prospective one to the
length of the session, When the con-
stitutional lmit of fifty days during
which bills could be Introduced was
reached last week, the flles contalned a
total of 1,529 bills and joint resolutions,
an excess of 133 over the number Intro-
duced two years ago when the high
water mark was reached, Each house
smashed the record, the totals for the
senate bheing 640 bills and twenty joint
resolutions, and for the house 1,232 bills
and forty-seven joint resolutions.

An examination of the files by gentle-
men wha have been connected with the
legislature for many years, warrants
the statement that If there Is any sub-
Ject not treated or of any reform not
provided for In the vast number of bills
now awalting consideration, no one has
yet discovered what they are. Every
good or crunky notion that ever en-
tered any one's head has found expres-
slon In one bill or another.

Besslon Mny Last Till Avgust.

The unusual number of bills Intro-
duced suggests the thought that the
legislature has not been making re-
markable haste in disposing of Its work,
and unless a declded improvement Is
shown In that regard, the sesslon will
drag along untll the 1st of August. The
danger of thia Is all the graver hecauge
80 many of the bills are in the line of
decided innovations and are likely to
provolte prolonged discuszion. The gov-
ernor's reform bille alone are suffi-
elently numerous and Important to fur.
nigh work for an ordlnary sesslon.

A very pleasant feature of the prés-
enl peselon I the soclal side which is
belng cultivated to a greater extent
than ever Lefore. More than the usual
nuber of legislators have thelr wives
or duughters with them and are keep-
ing house, They constitute quite a col-
on: and are much given to soclal pleas-
ures. Lisutenant Governor Dunstan
and Bpeaker Gordon have each enter-
tained at two very enjoyable card par-
ties, and these, In addition to numercus
informal gatherings, have perved to
make the winter pass very pleasantly.

The most important measure that has
thus far passed elther house recelved
a majority vote in the lower house last
Friday. This was the Dudley bill pro-
viding for the payment of a bounty for
beet sugar of Michigan production,
mentlon of which was made in these
eolumne a fortnight ago. The unanim-
ity of the vote In the house augurs well
for the fate of the bill in the senate,
although it is probable that it wil) meet
with greater opposition there.

No Limit to the Aggregate Boanty,

The bill came up for final passage In
the house late ¥Friday afternoon when
but 64 members were present. The vote
gtood 67 for the Wil and 7 against it
As passed it providea for a bounty of
1 cent o pound, guch bounty to be paid
for seven vears unless the federal gov-
ernmient ghould offer a bounty, in which
case Aichigan I8 to cease paying one.
There is no llmit to the aggregate boun-
ty to be paild In any one year, an
amendment to make the lmit $30,000
having been voted down, Bome of those
who opposed the bill thought that there
was danger of the amount becoming so
large as to become extrémely burden-
some, but the friends of the measure
cited the experience of Nebraska and
California, each of which pays a boun-
ty, as proof that this need not be feared.
If the bill paesos the senate It will be
promptly approved, Governor Pingree
having long =ince declared himsell to
be In favor of it
Homeopathie Depurtment of University.

Although a bill to coerce the regents
of the university Into removing the
homeopathle depmrtment of that insti-
tution to Detroit haa been introduced
in the senate, It I8 not unlikely that i}
will not be pushed to a vote, The bill
was Introduced at the request of the
legislative councll of the State Homeo-
pathic Medical soclety, und It provides
that the one-sixth mnill tax for the sup-
port of the university shall not be avall-
able unless the rermoval I8 made, Some
such coerclve mensirre was necessary in
view of the fact that the suprame ¢ourt
has declared thet r'—“- law ordering re
moval, which was med two years ago,
cannat be l"llf(xh\.j the regents being
a constitutional body whone diserétion
in conducting the cffalrs of the univer.
sity cannot be supplanted by the dls-
cretlon of the leglziature or any other
body. The council had the bill intro-
duoced on the understsnding that 80 per
cent. of the membora  of the homeo-
pathic profession in the state favored
removal. A few days ago, however,
Profersor Copeland of the homeopathic
department, amel the members of the
council here and agsarted that fully 5
per cent. of the profesglon waere fn fa-
vor of letting the matter meal this year.
Al his suggestion the councll decldad
to make another canvaes of the profes.
slon before deciding whether to pusgh
the bill to a vote -If Professor Copes
land’s claim s suetained the bill will
be permitied to dls In the committee.

Hedavtlon of Balaries,

A number of bills on the files of ench
house provides for reducing the salaries
of public officials, most all classes of
public servants being included in thelr

{slons, It is a mnoteworthy faot,
bowever, that every reference to tho
salary of the attorney general Is made

of the general from $500 to
$5,500 per yeur, with the further pro-
vislon that that official be required to
reside in Lansing during his term of
office. The fact that there was but one
vote recorded against thoe submission of

those who

Z

an annual stipend of

! l‘uﬂlum. no one expects him
to do #o. The result 18 he Is compelled
in order that he may earn In private
pracilee sufficlent to support his tamily,
to employ assistant counsel In many
canes at the expense of the state. This
counsel comes high, and the annual
amount thus pald out amounts to sevs
ernl times more than the proposed in-
crease. If the taxpayers of the state
know when they are presented with an
opportunity to do a good plece of busl-
ness for themselves they will see to it
that this proposition is ratified at the

In the Interest of Good Butter.

A bill which has been defeated at
several previous sessions of the legisla-
ture, although Its passage was asked
for by all the farmers of the state, bids
fair to become a law this year, it having
nlready passed the senate by a declsive
vote, notwiths#tanding the fact that the
upper house has been the rock upon
which this class of bills has heretofore
split. The bill in question prohibita the
coloring of butter substitutes so as to
make them resemble genuine butter. It
18, of course, opposed by the manufact-
urera of oleomargarine, who were suc-
cessful In killing it two years ago, al-
though there was not a pound of olec-
margarine manufactured in Michigan.
The oleomargarine lobby, has, however,
thus far signally falled this year, and
with the great number of farmers in the
hcuse it {8 altogether probable that the
aptlon of the senate will be there con-
curred In. An effort was made in the
senate to amend the bill to prohibit the
coloring of inferlor butter so as to re-
semble the better article, but only five
votes were recorded in its favor. The
farmers and creamery proprietors assert
that the passage of this bill will materi-
ally increase the price of genuine but-
ter in Michigan—a consummation the
farmers have long been wishing for,

Ktnte Board of Health.

A bill was introduced in the upper
house lpst week eimllar to the one de-
feated two years ago, which provides
for the reconstruction of the board of
health, The beard I8 one of the mosat
valuable Institutions supported by the
state, and It would be a calamity If It
were elther abolished or ita functions
curtailed. Tts members are cltizens who
have made gpecial study along lines
with which the board has to deal, and
they give a vast amount of their time
to tha duties without charge,

The pending Lill provides for the re-
peal of the law of 1873 establishing the
present board and substitutes therefor
a state board of health commissioners,
to be appointed by the governor within
thirty days after the passage of the act,
and to consist of seven persons, six of
whom ghall be physiclans of at least
flve years' practice, and one of whom s
to reside in the upper peninsula. A sec-
retary at $2,000 and four clerks at from
$800 to $1,200 per year are provided. Out-
side these snlaries the annual appropri-
ation for the support of the board fis
limited to $2,000.

As an entirely disinterested citizen,
eave only so far as the best Interests
of the state are concerned, and as one
who has closely watched the work of
the bonrd and its results for the past
decade, 1 venture the assertion that if
the legiglators consult their constitu-
ents' welfare they will kill this bill, The
entire health board system might bet-
ter be abolished and the whole amount
it costs =aved, for the bill provides a
eystem which would be able to accoms-
plish nothing of a practical nature,
Trurther than this the legislature should
not molest so Important a department.

Regulntion of Liguor Trafe.

Representative Belknap has some
very radical ideas with reference to the
regulation of the lguor traflie, and he
has embodied these ideas In o bill. This
mensure provides that in incorporated
villages of less than 1,000 inhabitante
the license fee shall be $600; in cities of
more than 1,000 inhabltants, $700; and In
places of more than 10,000 inhabitants,
$900, The fee for gelling llquor at whole-
sale I# fixed at $1,000,and for both whole-
saling and retalling, $1,200. It takes
away from olly and village counclls
and township boards the right to per-

mit saloons to be kept open Ilater than
9 o'clock et night, and provides that
they shall be cloged promptly at that
hour.

A liguor bill which was Introduced by
Representative Petrowskl, who con-
ducts a #nloon in Detroit, provides that
all druggists shall take out a retall lig-
uor Heenee, Mr. Petrowskl maintains
that many drugglsts sell more spirit-
ucus liguor a8 a beverage than the sa-
lcon keepers do, and he belleves that
they should be required to pay for the
privilege. A third liguor-bill increases
the uniform tax to §750, and still anoth-
er permits boards of supervisors, by a
mojority vote, to suspend the operation
of the genernl liquor law In their re-
gpective counties ®#o that loeal option
may prevall, and provides for the hold-
ing of an electlon every two years on
the loeal option proposition,

Disorimination fn Freight Rates.

The committee appointed to make an
investigation Into the charges of dis-
crimination in the matter of freight
rates has selected John N. Foster of
Ludington, clerk, and (& already at
work., The Investigntion will be ex-
haustlve and will ccoupy the full thir-
ty days alloted the committee by the
houge, It has been discovered that the
gpecial charter of the Michigan Central
rcad provides that which gives that
company the privilege of fixing its
freight rates as high ax thome of cer-
taln New England roads, but no high-
er, and further provides that such rates
shall be determined by o committes con-
pisting of the secretary of state, auditor
goneral and attorney genaral, elther in-
dlvidually or collectively. Not with-
standing  this provision the officinls
pamed have never In the history of the
slate, go far as can be ascertained, tu-
ken any actlon In regard to these rates,
and the present officials had no knowl-
edge that this was a part of thelr du-
tles, Tt 1 doubtful if any of thelr pre-
decessors  did, the requirement belng
purled up In the voluminous charter of
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ports of all political affairs.

mqukl Inter Ocean Supplies All of the News
Best of Current Literature, -ﬂ

It is Morally Clean, and as a Family Paper is Without a Peer.
Its Literary Colun;r;s are equal
2o to those of the best magazines.

~ASOSSA Its Youth's Depariment is the
finestof its kind. . . . . . ...

1t bri to the family the News of the Entire Warld and glves

the bast and ablest discusslons of all quesations of tho dmy. Tho'

Inter Gloenn rlm twelve puces of reading matter esch woek

lud belog pablshed In Chieaeo |s botter adn 1o the needs of
poople want of tha Alloshsny Mounsalns nany ethar paper.
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The Ml'ﬂ and Sunday Bdi-

tions of Inter Ocean are § Daily and ﬁumfu by lnaﬁ.
the best of their kind., . \ . { Address THE INTER OCEAN, Chtenzo. $
unuonouuulooounououou-'uouuuou.ncﬂ
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